Lesson 1
The Preparation of Joshua
Joshua 1:1-18
· Questions

1. Who led the children of Israel after the death of Moses (1:1-2)?

2. What land borders were given to the children of Israel (1:3-4)?

3. What promise and encouragement did the Lord give to Joshua (1:5)?

4. What conditions did the Lord give Joshua in order to be prosperous (1:6-8)?

5. Why was Joshua not to be afraid or discouraged (1:9)?

6. What did Joshua command the officers of the people (1:10-11)?

7. What reminder did Joshua give to the tribes of Reuben, Gad, and the half-tribe of Manasseh (1:12-15)?
8. How did these tribes respond to Joshua’s reminder (1:16-18)?

· Digging Deeper

1. How long after Moses’ death did the Lord charge Joshua to lead the people (1:1)?

2. When are we first told about Joshua the son of Nun in the OT (1:1)? What are some of the key events in Joshua’s life that prepared him to lead Israel?

3. Where in the OT had the Lord spoken to Moses about giving the children of Israel the land that they walked upon (1:3)?

4. What land borders are mentioned and where are they located on a map (1:4)?

5. Where in the OT had the Lord already promised that Israel’s enemies would not be able to stand against them (1:5)?

6. Where in the OT had Moses already promised that the Lord would be with Joshua and Israel (1:5)?

7. Where in the OT had Joshua already been told by Moses to be strong and of good courage (1:6,7,9)?

8. Why was there a “half-tribe” of Manasseh (1:12)?

9. Where in the OT had Moses spoken to Reuben, Gad, and the half-tribe of Manasseh about helping their brethren conquer the land (1:12-15)?

· Applications for Today

1. We need to be a faithful “servant of Jehovah” like Moses (1:1-2,7,13,15; Tit. 1:1; James 1:1; Rev. 15:3).
2. We need to “minister” to our brethren like Joshua ministered to Moses (1:1; Mt. 20:26-28).

3. We need courageous leaders (elders) among God’s people today (1:2; 1 Tim. 3:1ff; Tit. 1:5ff).

4. We need to remember that the Lord will be with those who faithfully serve him (1:5,9;         Mt. 28:20; Heb. 13:5-6).

5. We need strength and courage like Joshua to conquer our enemies. Great challenges call for great courage (1:6-9,18; 1 Cor. 16:13; Eph. 6:10; 2 Tim. 1:7).

6. We need to observe God’s law without deviating from it in order to be prosperous (1:6-9;    Psa. 1:1-3; 119: 105; 2 Jn. 9; Rev. 22:18-19).
7. We need to remember the Lord’s question: “Have not I commanded you?” (1:9; Jn. 14:15,21; 15:10; 1 Jn. 5:4).
8. We need to help our brethren fight their battles (1:12-15; Eph. 2:10ff; 1 Tim. 6:12;                  2 Tim. 2:3-4; 4:7).

9. We need to keep our word and take our promises and commitments seriously (1:16-18;       Jas. 5:12).

